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South Vancouver Island Potters’ Guild meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 4733 West Saanich Road, Victoria 

De-Brief  Session        … … … … SHOW & SALE 2009 

 

 In late June, over half of our guild Show participants gath-
ered at a local pub to discuss ways that we might ‘better’ our an-
nual event.  While detailed information has been passed onto the 
guild Executive for consideration, here is a sampling of some 
ideas shared (no priority order intended).  Once again, Thank You 
to everyone that helped organize this year’s Sale.  In 2010, our 
usual June weekend is not available - we’ve tentatively reserved 
June 25th (Fri. evening) and Sat., June 26th.    
                 
Nancy W., 2009 Sale Coordinator 
 

 

For our 2010 
June Show AND 
the 10th Anniv. 
Exhibit (May 8-
June 3) we could 
order profes-
sional Rack 
Cards (photo col-

lage?) to advertise both at once. 
Tents: Removal of the hedge provided 
good drive-by visibility & the 2 large 
rented tents helped attract attention. 
Next year, rent 4-5 ‘easy-up’ tents ($45 
ea.) for the sunny W. Saanich Rd. side of 
the grounds.  Create a small fee to cover 
the costs - a $10 p/person fee (approx. 
$200 total) plus the usual 10% commis-
sion. ‘Group Table’ entrants would not be 
charged the fee.   
Helium balloons on tents near W. 
Saanich Rd. would attract attention. 
Theme: At earlier shows (2003-06) we 
had a sale “theme” where members 
would make one pot to display on a 
theme table. There was a “Popular Vote” 

Don’t Forget The Raffle!Don’t Forget The Raffle!Don’t Forget The Raffle!Don’t Forget The Raffle!    

 Next  Guild Meeting  is   
Monday, Oct 6, 2009  

7:30 p.m. at St. Michaels Hall 
Above: Roger 
Below: Tobias, Judy and the children`s 
activity table 
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to engage shoppers, who’d vote on their favorite piece 
(jar next to each entry), and a ribbon ‘prize’ went to win-
ner. Good to do again - need general themes to allow 
for sculptural & functional work.  [One theme discussed 
was ‘Pottery to hold a Rose’ and then use a photo (rose 
in a vase) on our advertisement rack cards.  Consensus 
- great idea!  A theme for another year might be “A cen-
terpiece”]. 

Raffle: Cycle through regular guild vendors, requesting 
each year that 4 donate a pot for Raffle of approx. $30 
value - would take about 4 yrs. to cycle through every-
one (keep track each year who donated). Tickets $1, 
with a jar by each piece so shoppers can choose which 
they wish to win.  [Would help offset expenses and 
could be set up outside near Hall entry door sign, to 
help draw attention to the inside vendors] 

Create a Show & Sale E-Mail distribution list: Have each 
guild vendor collect email info. from purchases made 
(guest book or verbal request). Compile for future E-
mail Invitations. 

Mentor newer potters/ members - encouraging them to be 
involved in guild Sales/Exhibits.  Have them share a 
table alongside a mentor potter. Helping/ encouraging 
novice potters to be creating pieces for a theme table 
and managing their own small (5’ table) alongside their 
mentor.  Could also use a mtg. program time in late 
winter to foster a climate of learning re: displays/ pric-
ing. etc. 

Place a 3” framed ad in the T.C. paper as well as the large one in NewsGroup papers.  A friend of mine works 
at the T.C. – could likely get an article printed, if someone was willing to write it (could possibly include heri-
tage church info.). 

Place a large upright sign near the Hall door entry, directing 
shoppers into the hall. The 4 new large sandwich-board signs 
are great!  It might help to have directional arrows affixed or 
add an address. 

Above: giraffe by Muriel 
Below left: Penny, Pamela and Nancy A. 
Below right: MMM MMM Mushrooms 
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Possible to set up tables in a “U” shape under tents - so shoppers can step into the shade rather than shade 
the vendor only.  2-3 vendors could share a tent (and perhaps share the cost also?). 

Discussed alternate locations. Some had poor parking or lack of space. Downtown locations all very expensive: 
St. Anne’s lawn / Centennial Sq./ empty storefronts (unpredictable re: advertising). We have 3 yrs. at pre-
sent location and are known to be there. Might be possible to change to an earlier time (late May) but 
weather becomes an issue. 

Kidz Zone: Went well, but not terribly busy. When it was busy, it would have been good to have an extra helper 
– perhaps a ‘floating’ person that could make themselves available as needed. How about including adults, 
not just kids? 

Clockwise from below left: wall plaque by Joy, Maria and Kris, planter by Heidi, lidded jars by NancyA. 
Photos:Tony, Roger, Kris and Cindy. 
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"GET A HANDLE ON IT" 

 
 In this video, one hour long, Tony Clennell demon-
strates how to make a coil, pulled, thrown and altered 
handle.  We purchased this video a few years ago and 
were delighted that it came directly from Tony's studio 
in Beamsville, Ontario; a CANADIAN source!  At 
MISSA this summer several of our Guild members en-
joyed his 2-week course where they learned to make 
pots bigger and bigger.  Tony has a video on how to 
construct BIG pots, thrown in 2 or more sections and 
then joined.  We must make this video a priority pur-
chase for our library soon, especially now we've met 
him and are impressed with him as an excellent teacher 
that makes learning and practice so much fun, as well as 
easy to do. 
    Check the HANDLE video out to see how to make a 
simple coil look like a rope, how to texture ribbing with 
a bisqued rod.  You'll see how Tony has a way of find-
ing the easy way to get extraordinary results. 
 
Joy Finlay 

YOUR 2009-2010 EXECUTIVE 
 
President Roger C.  (250) 388-9642 
Vice-Pres     
Secretary  Belle L.   (250) 721-2976 

Treasurer  Linda V  (250) 479-5966  
Archivist           Fern W.  (250) 744-1096 
Library         Elaine W.   (250) 382-0317 
  Cherlynne L.   (250) 727-8388 
  Helen P.  (250) 383-5808   
  Priska S.   (250) 385-2303 
Membership  
  Betty B.  (250) 382-0974 
Newsletter Committee  
  Betty B.   (250) 382-0974  
  Roger C.   (250) 388-9642 
  Tony M.   (250) 474-1532   
  Jocelyn S.   (250) 920-0196  
Webmaster Deb C.  dlclay@shaw.ca 
Program Coordinators:      ? 

Raffle  Ester G.  (250) 658-4523 
               Tobias T.  (250) 383-3893 
Coffee  Kris J.   (250) 384-5344 
  Maria G 
 
Directors:   Meira Mathison, Betty Burroughs, Betty 
Fulton 

Linda, Barb, Tony, Meira and Betty B. 
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LIBRARY CORNER 

 

Welcome back everyone, and I hope you had a terrific summer. 
 
When I took over the library duties from Joy Finlay, who set up our library and then ran it so well with her 
team, I had to immerse myself in learning all the rules and regulations to make a smooth transition. Joy had 
made it all look so easy!  I want to take this opportunity to remind everyone about the rules of borrowing, 
which were approved by our executive three years ago: 
 
To take out and return books & tapes/DVDs: 

-Only Guild members are permitted to check out items from the library 
-Remove the card from the pocket at the back of the book, tape or dvd and enter the current date and your 
name in the space on the card 
-Place the completed card in the library card-box labelled “Out Box” 
-Return the item at the next meeting 
-When returning the item, retrieve its library card from the Out Box, enter the date of return beside your 
name and put the card in the pocket of the item. 
 
Renewals and Overdue Penalties: 

-Items may be renewed in person at the meeting when the item is due or by emailing or phoning a library 
committee member before the due date. 
-Failure to return or properly renew an item on or before its due date will result in a $5.00 overdue fee per 
item for each meeting missed. 
 
The Guild’s library depends on the honour system. All fine payments from overdue items are used to pur-
chase new books or dvds recommended by members – so consider your fines as a donation to a worthy 
cause! A few people have returned overdue books without paying their fine. Others can’t find books they 
have checked out whic means the Guild is missing a book. Remember that it’s never too late to pay your 
fine or pay for a lost or misplaced item. 
 
Thank you all. 
Elaine White, Librarian 

Fong Choo Workshop 
 
October 24-25, 2009    9-4 pm    $155 plus GST 
Recognized for his signature miniature teapots, Fong Choo will explore 
the teapot form with reference to the perspective of proportions: from 
large to small, from whimsical to utilitarian.  There will be discussions 
on his jewel tone electric glaze effects plus tool making and cane handle 
demonstrations. Fong will  discuss the issues of networking, pricing and 
presentational aspects of his work. 
  
Fong Choo is an adjunct faculty member with the Bellarmine University 
in Louisville, Kentucky.  He is renowned internationally for his minia-
ture teapots reminiscent of the Yixing (yee shing) style of pottery that 

dates to the 14th Century.  However, he makes the teapots very much his own with jewel-like glazes and exquisite, sensual 
shapes.   Fong notes, “there is so much presence in the mini-teapot size.   I use my skills to scale these pieces down; some 
are no bigger than a hen’s egg.” 
  
Contact:  Metchosin International Summer School of the Arts 
650 Pearson College Dr.  Victoria, BC  V9H 4C7                                       250 391-2420   www.missa.ca 



 

MISSA 2009 
 
MISSA 2009 turned out to be a 
great 25th Anniversary year for 
the art school held each spring 
and summer at Pearson College.  
Robin Hopper, who founded the 
school with a few other enthusi-
astic artists, taught his last Mas-
ter Glaze course and was given 
due honours at the Celebration 
Dinner.  Although happy to be 
retired from teaching after all 
these years, he promises he will 
still be “around”. 
 
Barb Lovick, Linda Vigliotti and 
I were in Tony Clennell’s 2-
week throwing course entitled, 
“From the Kitchen to the Living 
Room”.  Tony is from Ontario 

and teaches at Sheridan College.  He and his 
wife, Sheila, make their living from potting 
and Tony has some great marketing sugges-
tions. The course centered on increasing the 
size of work from functional kitchen ware to 
decorative items for the living room. For 
example, Linda, who claimed to usually start 
with 5 lbs. of clay, proudly turned out a 
beautiful 25 lb. jug that stood about two feet 
tall.  Tony taught us to throw parts and join 
each part to make a whole. He had many 
well thought out tips to share and made the 
joining of the parts easy and uncomplicated.  
We also explored various surface decoration 
techniques with patterns, textures and col-
oured slips. It was all great fun with a con-
genial group of experienced potters. 
 
Ester Galac was enrolled in Robin’s glaze 
course but was seldom seen around the cam-
pus even at meal times! But you could find 
her in the chemistry room deep in concentra-
tion, measuring and mixing and surrounded 
by countless test tiles.  How many hundreds 
did you end up with, Ester?!  Other Guild 
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Above: Betty B.  
Below:  Tony Clennell with Linda.  He is dem-
onstrating a tall slab vase. 
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 members also took advantage of various courses offered 
and all seemed happy with what they learned and did. 
 
As usual, we had good weather for the two July weeks with 
only a shower or two on one day.  Robin calls it “MISSA 
weather” and claims he can count on one hand the number 
of rainy days in the 25 years! 
 
For those of you who have never attended a class at 
MISSA, do give it some thought for next summer.  Bursary 
applications are available for the asking.  It is a great way 
to spend a holiday in a retreat-like setting with all your 
meals made for you, where you can lose yourself in blissful 
concentration doing what you love, and surrounded by 
creative and like-minded friends! 
 
Betty Burroughs 

Right: Joy came to visit and marvel at the size of Tony`s casse-
roles. 
Below:  Ester enjoying Robin`s glaze course. 



 

NCECA Lifetime Achievement Award 

 
The South Vancouver Pottery Guild congratulates Robin 
Hopper, recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award for 
Education in the Ceramic Arts. 
 
This Year at NCECA Robin Hopper was honoured for his 
many contributions to the pottery world over a lifetime, as 
teacher, author and ceramic artist. 
 
My introduction to him was during my first visit to ‘Chosin 
Pottery, his and Judi Dyelle’s wonderful studio/gallery in 
Metchosin. We were on a holiday from Toronto, making a 
pilgrimage to all the West Coast pottery icons I had been 
reading and hearing about for so many years. 
Robin found time to ask us about our interest in ceramics 
and to outline his journey from Ontario years before. After-
wards he sent us around his garden and one could see the 
many sources that he has drawn from both to create his gar-
den and in the long evolving arc of his body of work. 
 
We are indebted to Robin for his work as an author, teacher, 
supporter of causes and mentor to many. He continues teach-
ing at the Metchosin International Summer School of the 
Arts, which he co-founded in 1985. 
 
Roger Champagne 
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LOMBOK EXCURSION   MARCH 7- 23, 2010 

 
Join us in the exploration of this extraordinary tropical Indonesian island. This excursion is suitable for any per-
son who is interested in experiencing this culture through an arts and crafts focus. Visit authentic traditional pot-
tery villages, participate in a hands-on experience (optional) and enjoy the island’s charming ambiance with 
sculpted rice fields, temples and markets. 
 Situated at only 25 miles east of Bali, Lombok is an incredibly diverse island of abundant natural and cultural 
interest. Lombok has retained a natural, uncrowded and undeveloped environment, which makes this island a per-
fect place to enjoy a relaxed pace and explore unspoiled but spectacular natural beauty. 

 
Details about the trip are on the website at  
www.denysjames.com.   
 
The cost of this trip is $2675 USD.  

 
UPCOMING EXCURSIONS 
CRETE  September October 2010 
MOROCCO October November 2010 
BURMA  February 2011 

 
All the best,  
Denys James, Discovery Art Travel 
Email: denys@denysjames.com     Phone: 1 250 537 4906 



 

New England 

 
In May, my daughter, Lynn, and 
I had a 10-day holiday in New 
England.  We flew to Boston, 
Massachusetts, where we rented 
a car and travelled north from 
there to New Hampshire, Maine 
and Vermont.  For the first four 
days it poured rain but that didn’t 
daunt us as we sloshed around in 
our rain gear.  However, after 
that it dried up and we had beau-
tiful sunny weather for the rest of 
our stay.  As you might expect, 
I was keen to find pottery shops, 
galleries and potters along the 
way and Lynn was agreeable.  
The east coast has many fine 
craftspeople and everywhere we 
went we saw wonderful hand-
crafted wares.  Even the tiniest 
village had a lovely gallery 
showing off the local crafts. 
 
We visited two production pot-
teries in Maine……..Georgetown, where we had a personal tour through the works, and Edgecomb.  In the first, be-

sides the potters, there are “designers” who do such 
tasks as making stackable bowls and plates from 
moulds, jiggering and decorating.  Each designer has 
their own design(s) which they paint on the bisque 
ware with slips or underglazes.  The Edgecomb Pot-
tery is best known for crystalline glazes with amaz-
ing crystal development.  However, I found the huge 
showrooms of this to be quite overwhelming.  The 
forms are often fluted and moulded into shapes such 
as leaves, etc.  then glazed with coloured crystalline 
glazes, then daubs of other colours on top of that. 
Very busy!  Their marketing is very extensive and 
they have several stores in towns throughout Maine. 
 
All in all, we loved this part of the continent, espe-
cially the beautiful coastline of Maine.  I was im-
pressed to see how much arts and crafts are sup-
ported, fostered and favoured by the people and the 
town councils.  A lot of the craft shops were co-ops 
run by the artists.  Nowhere did we find “souvenir” 
shops exhibiting items made in other countries.  I 
just wish our own tourists had as many shops and 
galleries to browse through showcasing locally made 
arts and crafts as we found on the east coast! 
 
Betty Burroughs 
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1)  This pot in a shop came with its own unusual recipe.  In case 
you  can't read it, here it is: 
                                         Ice Cream Bread 
                         1 pint (2 cups) ice cream, softened 
                                 "your favourite flavour" 
                          1 1/2 cups self-rising flour 
                    Stir ice cream and flour together. Pour into 
                    greased Follette Pottery baking dish. Place 
                    in cool oven and bake for 40 to 45 minutes 
                    at 350 deg. F. 

 Daughter, Lynn, outside the State Prison's arts and crafts shop.    They had mainly woodcrafts, 
well made and very inexpensive,   all made by the inmates. 
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Guild Calendar 
 

Dear Guild members, 
  
As part of our anniversary celebra-
tions in 2010 members have decided 
to create a calendar highlighting our 
work and some of our history. It 
will be a high quality, full colour 
production, with descriptions of 
each of the multiple images that will 
appear on each month’s pages. 
 
 The cover will carry thumbnails of 
all the images inside. Shots of mem-
bers engaged in various activities of 
the past few years will be featured 
inside the front cover. Members are 
asked to contribute jpegs or tiffs in 
hi resolution of members involved 
in various activities in the past. It promises to be an exciting, beautiful representation of the abundant and vari-
ous talents of our members. The cost is approximately $12.00 per calendar, which seems like a great bargain 
and should make it attractive to give as a gift or memento. Each month will feature 3 or 4 of our members’ 
work along with a brief description. 
 
 The calendar will be a wonderful vehicle to promote and deepen our guild's reputation. This really depends on 
members' work being represented in the calendar, so we encourage all members to do this and if that is not 
possible to buy copies when they are available. (November 09).  Images in either tiff or jpeg format at the 
highest resolution possible can be forwarded to rjcchamp@shaw.ca up to a maximum of 2 shots per member.  
Please include a short description of the piece, size, firing info and any special techniques used. Preparing the 
pages will take time so please forward images to me as soon as you can. I will have to submit the calendar to 
the printer by October 1st.  
 
 Attached is an example of a monthly page.  Hope to be hearing from many of you soon! 
 
Cheers , Roger Champagne,  rjcchamp@shaw.ca 

 
Hi Guild members: Many of you have asked how to get your ‘Profile’ (one page biography) posted 
on our website.   
 
 IF you have a profile saved on your computer that you’d like to have included on our webpage 
www.victoriapotters.ca , please send it as an attachment to our webmaster, Deb Clay, at 
dlclay@shaw.ca .  IF you’d like examples re: format, what info. to include, etc., have a peek at the 7 
that are posted there so far or read through the template attached to this email.   
 
Deb would prefer if you can include (or send as a separate attachment) at least one photo of your 
work, as she’s using that with your name as the ‘header’.  
 
Have a good summer,  Nancy W. 
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SOUPER BOWLS OF HOPE 

 
 Will be held on Thursday, October 22, 11 AM to 1:30 
PM At the Fairmont Empress Hotel. The South Vancou-
ver Island Potters Guild members have been most gener-
ous to assist the Youth Empowerment Society to provide 
programs for at-risk young people in our Region through 
this fund raiser. Whether small pottery 
bowls or  other small items for the patrons to take home or 
larger pieces for auction, anything is gratefully received! 
A tax receipt will be given for the full value you place on 
the donation. 
 
 Helen Hughes will be 
pleased to pick up if 
you phone 250 – 361 
– 1291 or you can 
bring to the next 
Guild Meeting in Oc-
tober. This is a great 
opportunity to clean 
out your studio and 
help the youth!   
 
 
Helen Hughes 

A Randy Broadnax Kiln for Sale 

  
It's 10 years old, refibered and foiled 5 years ago, hasn't been 
used for the last 3 years.  This large size sells new at 
$4000US, plus shipping...I will sell mine for $1800.  
 
email if interested to sldolph@telus.net.  
Sandra Dolph   

Hello 
  
I found your email on the south island potters guild site, I am 
a hobbyist who has my own wheel in town but I would like 
to know if there is anyone offering their kiln for firing at a 
decent rate? 
  
Sorry to bother you, thanks  
Sohayl  sohayl@gmail.com 

Hi, 
 
 I'm new to Victoria and looking for a place to do pottery and 
am wondering if you know of any.  
 
I'm also hoping to join the potters collective, any information 
you can give me about the guild and where to work would be 
greatly appreciated,  
Thank you for your time, 
 
Sincerely, 
Ashley Hanna, hanna.botanyart@hotmail.com 

Hello Folks 
 
We have one cancellation for our Hank Murrow workshop 
September 18, 19, and 20 and lots of room for more at the 
Slide show on Friday night.  The Friday slide show will be 
at the Oceanside Arts Council building located at 
McMillan and Hirst streets in Parksville from 6-9pm for a 
small fee of $10 to cover rent. 
 
Let us know asap if you are interested.  You do not have 
to register for the Friday evening slide presentation " On 
the Shino Trail in Japan", if you are only attending that 
event, but it would be nice to know how many more chairs 
we need to put up.  Hank sounds like a really enthusiastic 
presenter with 
mountains of information to share. 
 
Jacie Herbison, President 
Arrowsmith Potters Guild 
600 Alberni Highway, Parksville, BC V9P 1J9 
Phone (250) 954-1872, Home  (250) 248-9810 
www.arrowsmithpottersguild.bc.ca  
info@arrowsmithpottersguild.bc.ca 

FREE:  Firebrick and cinder blocks. 

Call Mel at 250-385-5728. 



 

 
 
 

 When you shop........ 

 

PLEASE MENTION 

TO OUR ADVERTISERS 

that you saw their ad 

in the Guild newsletter. 

 
South Vancouver Island Potters Guild’s newsletter 

  Guild at a Glance  

 

is ONLINE! 
go to 

www.victoriapotters.ca   
and :  www.gobc.ca/SVIPG  
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As of June 1st, 2009 

VICTORIA CLAY ART 

Will be in its new location at: 
 

654 Burnside Road West 
 

Please visit our new store where we 
Will continue to offer: 

• A wide variety of Clay 

• Glazes 

• Pottery and sculpting tools 

• Kiln and wheel sales/service 

• Kiln firing 

• Chemicals, and 

• Other art supplies. 

 

654 Burnside Road W. 
Victoria BC V8Z 1M8 

250 384-3831 

Slab vase, Maria G. 


