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March’s Meeting – Out of the Bottle: Using Commercial
Glazes and Underglazes
We had an exciting session at our February meeting where members shared their experiences and
secrets : true confessions on the ease of use and stable colours of commercial glazes and
underglazes.
Kris Jeffrey’s guilty secret: Coyote cone 6 glazes. Beautiful effects
over licorice (Mastering Cone 6 Glazes, John Hesselberth and
Ron Roy) enhanced with wax resist.

Tobias Tomlinson brought
in samples of handpainted
work using commercial
underglazes and ceramic
pencils.

Continued on page 2

Betty Burroughs prefers Stroke & Coat
Wondercoat by Mayco, one coat is all
that is needed for small pieces like
Betty’s delightful buttons. You can mix
the glazes like paint and also use a firm
sponge to wipe off excess glaze
leaving carved areas emphasized.

The next Guild Meeting
will be

May 12, 2014

We meet at:
7:30 at St. Michael’s
Anglican Church
4733 West Saanich Road
Members ‘caught’ – talking about possibilities of expanding effects
through using commercial colours.
photo submitted by Priska

Don’t forget
the Raffle !
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March’s Meeting continued
Lois Ireland, visiting from Ladysmith, is also a fan
of Stroke & Coat. She has made test tiles of her
colour palette. Lois’ advice: there is no need for a
clear top coat and you can have a second chance
- glaze again and refire if needed.

Susan Whitham loves bright colours! To
achieve the colours she loves, she uses
commercial glazes. Duncan, Mayco, and
Coyote, whichever company has the favoured
colour. Susan experiments often using glazes
like watercolours, sometimes wiping off to
produce different intensities of colour. She
will accent using metallic gold and silver.
Ceramic pencils add fine details.
Cindy Gibson employed
various techniques including
using underglazes to produce
a beautiful lidded pot. She
used stamps, added a few
drops of wax to trail the
underglaze and sprayed on
top of the glazed pot.
Nancy Wall brought samples of multicoloured pieces, made using a
technique where mason stains are mixed into the clay, then the different
coloured clays are assembled into a loaf , sliced off and applied to slabs as a
veneer. Nancy learned this technique at a Vince Pitelka workshop (more
information
can
be
found
online
check
out
http://iweb.tntech.edu/wpitelka/gallery/techniques/techniques.htm).

text and photos submitted by Nancy A.

Out of the bottle – more opportunities to explore and have fun!

Coming in May to the Guild : MARY FOX
Mary will tell us how she survives as an artist. She’ll focus on selling
work without losing the passion to create. Fox believes its all about
finding the right creative balance.
Be certain to attend ! We’ll hear from someone who has been
successful doing what many of us aspire to do.
submitted by Angela
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Original Source: Clay Times, Jan/Feb 2000
Submitted by Betty B.

ANSWERS will be
in the May edition
of ‘At A Glance’
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Does Potting Hurt?

I’m wanting to bring to member’s attention an article about drawing that Angela included in one of her recent posts.
The article is called ‘Drawing Basics: When it hurts to draw” by Edith Zimmerman.

It might be because I’m feeling more aches and pains over the last few years, but I look for thoughts about how I can
avoid increasing my discomfort or even reduce it. I believe that the passage of time alone doesn’t have to lead to
discomfort or lack of mobility. I find this discomfort (even pain) makes pursuing working with clay more difficult – both
physically and in terms of my motivation. I think this holds true for many creative endeavors (not just making pots). I
found Zimmerman’s article helpful (and hopeful too) – but – every time I read ‘drawing’ I replaced it with ‘potting’.
The main pots Edith makes are (I’ve paraphrased – Ed.):
•

many artisans experience one or more repetitive strain injury (RSI)

•

RSI comes from repeatedly stressing certain muscles and joints, for potters sometimes under difficult
circumstances (ever used cold water to throw?)

•

pain associated is often found in the hands and arms, shoulders, neck and lower back

•

nearly everyone can benefit from a few preventative and restorative measures.

•

these include (a) setting up your work space, (b) stretching, (c) taking breaks and (d) using good posture

•

if these don’t work adequately, bracing the affected area can help immensely

•

in extreme cases, non-steroid anti-inflamatory medication (NSAIDs) and even surgery may be needed to
reduce or eliminate pain (i.e. deal with it early and avoid these – Ed.)

Much of what Zimmerman suggests is common sense – I’ve heard it before. BUT perhaps repetition is what’s needed
(that or getting to the point where it becomes a real problem). Although being proactive can be difficult, I believe
starting before there is an issue is great. So ... this article may be useful for those of us who hurt and those of us who
don’t – yet.
The complete article can be found at http://www.artistdaily.com/blogs/drawing/archive/2014/02/24/when-it-hurts-todraw.aspx

FROM HELEN H. : About ‘YES’

In response to the growing number of youth who are presenting with mental health issues, the Victoria Youth
Empowerment Society (YES) in partnership with the Victoria Foundation is implementing a Mental Health Training
Initiative.
Over the past 5 years there has been a growing concern amongst youth serving agencies for the large numbers of
youth who are being referred for services with severe mental health concerns. Front line staff have clearly indicated
that they are feeling overwhelmed and ill prepared to assist these youth.
Therefore we are happy to announce that we will be offering a series of mental health certified training workshops for
youth workers. This training will help prepare front-line workers in our community to recognize mental health crises and
respond safely and appropriately to ensure the best possible care for the young people they encounter.
The training will include Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST), Mental Health First Aid (MHFA), and
training on non-suicidal self-harm behaviour. ASIST is designed to help individuals at any level of training to recognize
suicide risk in others, provide support, and create a plan for safety with the individual that matches the level of risk
presented. MHFA and self-harm training will provide a similar level of education to help individuals recognize the signs
and symptoms indicative of a mental health crisis (substance-related disorder, mood disorder, panic/anxiety, and
psychosis) and create a plan for safety that involves connecting to more specialized resources.
For additional information please contact the Victoria Youth Empowerment Society at Office: 250-383-3514
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Upcoming Activities

Saanich West Studio Tour May 31 - June 1
11:00 Am ‘ till 4:00 P M
The tradition continues – 10 years and still growing!
Artisans who work in many media will be showing (and selling) in West Saanich locations from a peaceful garden or idyllic forest glen to efficient urban settings.
For more information contact Nancy Alexander, alexanderpottery@gmail.com.

Harriet Hemstra
Roger Champagne
Belle Leon
Cindy Gibson
John Robertson
Peggy Elmes
Darrell Hancock
Nora Lewin
Betty Burroughs
Ester Galac

CLAY CONNECTS
SVIPG's annual sale will take place Saturday, June 7th 2014, from 10am to 3pm, at the
Fairfield Community Centre, next to the Moss Street Market. There will be a great variety
of pottery for sale.
At the May meeting postcards, business cards and posters will be available for distribution
in the community. Word of mouth is our best publicity. So do let your contacts know of this
special event.
Libby Wray
eswray@shaw.ca
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S.V.I.P.G. (our Guild) Presents:

... and now ... A TIP !
This tip was originally published by Ceramics Monthly,
November 11, 2011 under the title ‘Why Didn’t I Think of
That?’. It was submitted by Tony Clennell of Beamsville, Ont.
“I didn’t have a chuck big enough in the studio so, necessity
being the mother of invention, I put a large coil around a 5gallon plastic bucket to both cushion and contain the pieces
then simply trimmed the jars in that. Because the plastic
bucket is light weight and the jars much heavier, I often fill it
half full (of water) to give a bit of weight to it in case someone
has a heavy foot.”

Fairfield Artists Studio Tour F.A.S.T.
Apr 26 and 27 11 am to 4 pm
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Including: Joan Kagan and Erwin Shulman with 2 guest artists at 1009 Richmond Ave.
See all the details and the map at www.fairfieldartistsstudiotour.com

Your 2013-2014 Executive
President: Muriel S. 250-652-5434
Vice-Pres: Pam T-W.1-250-474-5434
Secretary: Derek K. 250-995-2905
Treasurer: Linda V. 250-479-5966
Archivist:
Fern W.
250-744-1096
Library:
Helen P. 250-383-5808
Membership: Betty B.
250-382-0974
Newsletter: Louise P. 250-655-3811

Webmaster: Deb C. dlclay@shaw.ca
Program Coordinators:
Rosemary N. 250-477-7032
Angela P.
250-580-8884
Muriel S.
250-652-5494
Raffle:
Ester G. 250-658-4523
Tobias T. 250-383-3893
Coffee:
Monika B. 778-351-3988
Katia C.
250-472-8225
Hillary G. 778-425-4228

POSSIBILITIES
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CONE 10 REDUCTION FIRING OPPORTUNITY
I am investigating the possibility of doing group firings with the gas kilns here at Camosun ^10 reduction. In the past this has been prohibitive due to facility costs and insurance. The
Visual Arts department is quite supportive, so I'm hoping I can lower the costs. I would like
an indication of interest from anyone who might want to participate.
please email me at dirtygirlclayworks@gmail.com and let me know.
thanks! Faro

POTTERY EQUIPMENT WANTED
I am a newer potter looking to buy an electric pottery wheel to use as a stand-up wheel on
my balcony - either a regular-sized 3-legged model (preferred), such as the lighter Shimpo,
Pacifica, or Brent style, or a tabletop wheel.
I'm also looking for pottery tools such as: bats, Giffin Grip, adjustable stool, throwing &
trimming tools, ...
If you are looking to sell one of your wheels or unneeded supplies - or even if you have any
small space set-up ideas - it would be great to hear from you.
Thank you ~ Dawn K.
TO CONTACT DAWN

phone 250.896.4373 or email dawnke@gmail.com
Advance Notice

TOOLS, EQUIPMENT & FURNISHINGS SOON AVAILABLE

Joan Kagan will be closing her studio and downsizing.
ALL THE EQUIPMENT, TOOLS, GLAZES, SHELVING, DISPLAY FURNISHINGS, ETC.
WILL HAVE TO GO.
MORE DETAILS WILL FOLLOW (once the timeline is more clear)

CALLS FOR ARTISTS

If you’re interested in this great opportunity:
• go to the guild website www.victoriapotters.ca to find and download the
application – it includes costs and details of applying
• don’t delay – the deadline is somewhat uncertain but is around April 20th
submitted by Nancy W.
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Applications are
Now Open!

TO APPLY, go to http://congresscollective.ca/become-a-vendor/
Questions?, go to http://congresscollective.ca/faq/

ADVERTIZING RATES
Business card size (2” X 3 ½”) :
$10 per issue
or
$75 for 10 issues

654 Burnside Road W.
Victoria BC V8Z 1M8
250 384-3831
vcart@shaw.ca
We’re now stocking heavy duty canvas from
Pakistan.
Great for making wareboards or
wedging tables. $8.95 per yard.

Quarter page ad (3 ½” x 4 ¾”) :
$20 per issue
or
$150 for 10 issues

Custom wareboards are available as well, call
for details.

Sale announcements, events,
classified ads:

We have tea pot handles from England, finest
quality cane sized from 3" to 8". Great
selection, priced from $5.75 to $12.95 each.

FREE
contact editor at:
eartharts@me.com

Dirty Girl pottery tools available including foot
fetish, wiggle wire and oak angle wood tools.
These make great stocking stuffers.

Great new items in stock for texture on clay
such as: Amaco rollers, Mayco designer
stamps, wooden rollers, star cutters, ribs, haxe
tool, paddles, alphabet and number stamps,
rasps, slip trailers, etc.
Come in and look around, we’re open
10:00am to 5:00pm Mon-Sat
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... is the newsletter for the South Vancouver Island
Potters Guild.
It is published monthly, September through June, and
is available on line at: www.victoriapotters.ca
Articles and items of interest to members are
welcome and will be included as space permits.
Items for inclusion are best emailed to the editor,
Louise P, at: eartharts@shaw.ca
SUBMISSION DEADLINE
The earlier submissions are received, the more likely
there will be room to include them. Our meetings are
held the second Monday of each month. Be kind to
the editor, please send items for inclusion before the
FIRST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
Newsletter Staff
program writer: Heidi R. 250-479-6470
editor:
Louise P. 250-655-3811

Vancouver Island
Potters Supply
Your top source for pottery supplies on Vancouver Island
Now 4 convenient ways to shop!
In person Monday to Friday 9 am- 4 pm
By Phone 250-248-2314
Email vipsclay@hotmail.com
Fax 250-248-2318

Visit our website at:
www.vipotterysupply.com
#2 1009 Herring Gull Way
Parksville, BC, V9P 2N1

Open Monday to Friday
9 am – 4 pm

... When you shop – please
mention to our advertisers that
you learned about them in the
Guild Newsletter.

