at
a
South Vancouver Island Potters’ Guild meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 4733 West Saanich Road, Victoria
June 1, 2010

www.victoriapotters.ca

Volume 11, Issue 10

Clare Faulkner, Island Hand Therapy Clinic.
Clare Faulkner of the Island Hand
Therapy Clinic, a trained Physiotherapist, Occupational Therapist
and Certified Hand Therapist delivered a well-prepared presentation and hand-out on overuse injuries in pottery. Louise Parsons
kindly volunteered to demonstrate
common pottery activities for
Clare to study, so that she could
pinpoint the ones likely to cause
injury:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Repetition
Forceful exertions
Prolonged static positioning
Less than perfect work station
Awkward posture
Poor work environment

Louise Parsons, Clare Faulkner

Some points that she suggested for decreasing risk factors that lead to injury:
Plan your day to vary tasks
Schedule rest breaks and take them
Change positions throughout the day
Don’t Forget The Raffle!
Maintain a supporting posture
Next Guild Meeting is
Work close to your body
Minimize excessive small movements of wrists and
Monday, September 13, 2010
fingers
7:30 p.m. at St. Michaels Hall
•
Use the minimum amount of force required
•
Choose the best tool for the job
•
•
•
•
•
•

Treatment of injuries involves reducing the inflammation through rest, ice, gentle stretches and antiinflammatories followed by restoration of function through stretches, massage, heat/ice/ultrasound,
strengthening programs and general body conditioning.

Page 2

Simple Pleasures in Clay with Jim Etzkorn
The Vernon Community Arts Centre will be holding a special workshop with visiting artist Jim Etzkorn from Alberta. We are pleased and excited to be able to host this workshop, but due to the recent cutbacks, we are looking for
different ways to get the word out. We hoped you may be able to send our info to your membership, or post it on a
calendar if you have such a venue. Of course, if you ever need us to let our area know about any events for you, we
would be most happy to reciprocate. Have a great day, Sylvia Vandekerkhove
June 7-11, Monday-Friday 9:30 am -4:30 pm. Members $365/ Non-members $375
An intensive and interactive week-long workshop full of demo, discussion and hands-on practice, focus will be on
form, decoration and technique. Covering cylinders, vertical forms, lidded containers, plates and bowls, students will
examine the relationship between surface and form while experimenting with decorating techniques, altering forms
and assembling component parts. Experience the joy of making functional pots with Jim Etzkorn. As this is a special
workshop, we require registrations by May 21st.
About Jim Etzkorn
Jim has been a studio potter and educator for
more than 30 years. He is a graduate of the Alberta College of Art and Design. In addition to
his formal education he participated in the residency programs at the Banff Centre for the Arts
and the Archie Bray Foundation in Helena,
Montana. For more than 20 years Jim has lectured and taught at numerous colleges and art
organizations throughout Canada while maintaining a busy and successful studio practice.
His work is represented nationally.
Jim Etzkorn’s Bio
I have been making functional and decorative
pottery for more than 30 years. Within my studio practice I am able to express personal, artistic, and intellectual concerns. During my formative years my psyche was shaped by a daily ritual Catholic routine, as well as a variety of
childhood experiences with nature. Ceremonial
vessels used in the mass created a subtle awareness that is unconsciously infused throughout
out my years of creativity. Patterns, textures,
and forms derived from nature bear direct influence during my years of forming objects.
I make both symmetrical and asymmetrical
forms from stoneware and porcelain fired in a
gas reduction atmosphere to 1300 °C. All the
work is thrown on an electric potter´s wheel.
The asymmetrical pieces are altered in various ways with handbuilt elements added. The forms are simple to allow
pattern, texture and colour to define the surface. These elements compliment, exaggerate, and embellish the form of
the vessel. Carving or using a resist between layers of glazes are techniques that enhance the surfaces. Influences
from ceramic antiquity, and ideas arising from the process and contemporary thought contribute to the formation of
work as well.
I make work that I want to embrace, enhance, and celebrate the rituals of daily living. The integration of handmade
pottery in the preparation of food, service, and decoration honours and elevates the common routine.
www.etzkornpottery.com
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Do you currently collect PST?
With the implementation of the harmonized sales
tax (HST) the PST will no longer exist. You must
file your final PST tax return by July 23, 2010
even if this is not your regular tax reporting period. The Province will mail your final tax return
document to you in June, along with further
details on how to proceed. For more info on PST
transitional rules, see:
www.sbr.gov.bc.ca/business/
Consumer_Taxes/Harmonized_
Sales_Tax/hst.html
or phone 1.877.388.4440.
For information on application of the HST, see
the Canada Revenue Agency website: www.craarc.gc.ca/tx/pstr/trnstnl/menu-eng.html
or phone 1.800.959.5525
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Meira Mathison, Betty Burroughs,
Betty Fulton, Nancy Wall

Guild members Ann Semple, Marlene Bowman, Alice
McLean, Judi Dyelle and Robin Hopper will be participating in the summer Stinking Fish Studio Tour
from July 24 to August 2 .
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Meira Mathison
Kinichi Shigeno

Meira Mathison

Tobias
Tomlinson
Tobias Tomlinson
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Fired Up! 2010
BBFN
Bellies, Bottoms, Feet and Necks.
The Pot as a Metaphor for the Human Form.

Cathi Jefferson

Alan Burgess

Cathi Jefferson

Pat Webber
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Wrap up of “Clay Connects”, our 10th Anniversary Celebration Exhibition.
The spirit of the tenth anniversary exhibition
was to be as inclusive as possible in showing the
work of all levels of our members’ abilities as a
means to highlight the guild. I hope that everyone
can appreciate the rare opportunity of this. I am
sure that it was a learning experience for many, but
the prospect of exhibitions used as a tool to further
advance ceramic standards in our community is exciting. It should be clear that a gallery show is much
different from a market, in that it allows for a
broader scope of work to be on display. Also, there
is much to be learned in exhibiting with others,
where each piece must stand alone and have its own
presence.
Any exhibition is only as good as the work
that it is showing and this show could not have been
a success without the participation of so many
members. Thank you for your entries. I also had a great team of people to work with and many willing and capable
hands, brains and hearts. I would like to thank them here.
First of all I am grateful to the guild executive for allowing me to run with the idea of a tenth anniversary exhibition, and letting me spend the guild’s money to do so. Thank you for trusting that I would be fiscally responsible; I
hope that the guild feels it was money well spent!
Judie Hancock came up with the great image that became our invitations and posters, and her husband Kirk
very patiently made numerous changes to his layout and formatting. The only direction I gave them was that it
should show variety without highlighting the work of any particular potters. I think you will agree they did a stellar
job developing the composite image of glazes, and getting the invites and posters to print. Thank you both.
Penny Jones volunteered immediately to look after our advertising. Thank you Penny for taking that worry off
my mind so early on. Tobias assisted by doing the web advertising end of things and between them both they covered all bases and got the word out there very effectively.
The initial intent was to have an external juror, however if we were to be as inclusive as possible, paying an
outside juror seemed redundant. I felt a committee of varying opinions would do an equally effective job and I am
grateful to Ann Semple, Belle Leon, Pam Wood, and Alice McLean for agreeing to act as jury committee. As a jury
we were not looking for a particular style, aesthetic, or theme, but for standards of workmanship. Looking at and
considering the entries took the better part of a day,
and I am happy to report that although we had
lively discussion at times, we were able to agree on
the fate of all pieces: nothing was included or excluded unless we all agreed. Thank you for your
thoughtful deliberations and to Ann for opening her
home and studio for our jury day.
The search for plinths became an irritation. I
did not imagine it would be so difficult as I had had
tentative “yes” to requests to borrow from other
groups, that turned into “sorry, no” as the dates
approached (turns out other groups have plinths
because they need them too!). Although I was
skeptical at first, the idea to use cardboard boxes
(thanks Cathi) turned out to be a godsend. The
cardboard boxes gave us flexibility with sizes, and
enabled us to transport many without breaking any
backs. These were balanced with a variety of
wood plinths borrowed from our membership.
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Thank you Fern and Ted Walker for building some for us, and to the
members who purchased these and allowed their use by the guild.
Also thank you to Cathi Jefferson and MISSA for the use of their
cardboard boxes to augment the selection purchased by the guild.
Thank you also to Roger and Jesse Champagne for cutting the wood
tops, and to Nancy for organizing the painting parties. Thanks Tobias for securing the loan of several CACGV plinths, which were
also painted by Nancy and friends. Tony Mochizuki helped Fern
Walker get them to the gallery and Fern and Mike Pedneault got
them back to CACGV.
Nancy Wall and I have sent each other a lot of emails over
the past few months! I am grateful for the time and energy she put
into the information panels. She did an amazing job with ‘every
Nancy Wall
thing you wanted to know about clay in 10 pages or less’ and I hope
some of you actually read them! We will have these educational tools for future guild events and they will be included on the exhibition DVD. Thanks also to Rachel Coward for her contributions and Deb Clay for the formatting.
Deb, while juggling duties as grandmother in Calgary, also saved us a lot of $$ by doing the formatting for the
wall tattoo (the sign in the window). I think it adds to the classy look of the show and hope you agree.
Setting up day was fun. Thank you Helen and Rachel for
keeping track of the entries as they were brought in. I had a brief
moment of panic when the room was just a sea of plinths, but as
we got to work things quickly took shape. In every show there are
some spots that are prime and some less so and it is a tricky thing
to set up a display where everyone only has one or two pieces.
Thank you Judi Dyelle, Meira Mathison and Ester Galac for your
great job setting out the pieces and finding just the right spot for
everything.
Our opening reception was an “event”! Many thanks to Rachel and Nancy for not only organizing the refreshments, but also
for securing donations for the food ($200 from Thrifty’s) and the
cider (12 bottles of “Kings and Spies Cider” from Sea Cider
Farms). We purchased the wine and Martin provided the punch.
Kris Jeffrey
Martin estimates that there were over 100 guests, judging by how
many wine glasses he
had to wash! Thanks also go out to Pam Truscott-White’s son Achilles
Tony
Emmanuel who answered our call for a volunteer to photograph the openMochizuki
ing. I look forward to seeing the results.
So, as you can see this was truly a guild team effort. I had so many
volunteers; I was unable to find jobs for everyone. Part of the reason for
this was that Martin’s services covered a lot of the jobs that we might have
had to do for ourselves if the show had been elsewhere. It is a good feeling to know that there is a pool of people just waiting to help if needed.
Thank you for volunteering even if you didn’t get called upon.
Some show statistics: We exhibited 91 pieces from 39 members.
Martin was very pleased with show attendance and sales: 22 pieces sold
for a total of $2407.00.
I hope that the guild will undertake another gallery exhibition in the
future. It is a great time to view each other’s work but also to grow in our
own. It is our responsibility as a guild to work towards always raising the
bar on the quality of our work, our presentation, pricing and perception. I
think that “Clay Connects” made a step in this direction, and that we can
go further next time. Well done SVIPG!
Cindy Gibson
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DAY TRIP – GALIANO ISLAND: A group of potters and spouses/friends spent an afternoon visiting new guild member Sandra
Dolph at her studio, and felt privileged to lounge in her yard where she served us tea & homemade chocolate cake. Thank You,
Sandra! We visited various island artists, including Bill Boyd where all admired his fantastic crystalline ware.

L to R: Sandra D, Rachel C, Betty B, Laurie H, Elaine W, Betty P, Joy F, Penny J, Mavis M.
Below: Penny & Laurie at Sandra’s outdoor display area; Bill Boyd’s studio workshop;
Sandra Dolph (gate to backyard)
(submitted by Nancy Wall)
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MISSA June 2010

Penny Jones

Belle Leon

Barb Bergstrom
Betty
Burroughs

Linda Vigliotti
Betty
Fulton

Roger Champagne
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Upcoming Glaze Workshops:
Mendocino Art Center • 5-day workshop •June 21-25 • www.MendocinoArtCenter.org
Nevada City, Ca • 5 day workshop • August 2-6 • $325 includes materials •
www.PotteryPoet.com
Design Your Own Glazes - using a glaze calculation program as a tool.
This 5-day workshop is for students who mix glazes and want to learn how to create new
ones with the characteristics they desire. Learn about each glaze ingredient, its function
in the glaze, which ingredients can be substituted for others, how to alter recipes and how
to bring ^10 glazes down to ^6. You will: Perform hands-on mixing and firing of line
blends • Create stable glazes for dinnerware or textural and matte glazes for sculpture •
Learn to use computer calculation software to design your own glaze with the characteristics and color you desire, then mix and test fire it. This information works for any firing
temperature, but we will be test-firing at ^6 for the workshop.
Chic makes it simple with her color-coded chart of glaze ingredients showing how varying the ratios of 3 major glaze components affects stability, color, firing temperature,
glaze fit and glaze surface. Her step-by-step teaching method will demystify Weight %
and the Unity Molecular Formula for comparing and designing glaze recipes. You too
can "get it" about glazes! For details: www.PotteryPoet.com For questions, please email
Chic@PotteryPoet.com
Enjoy, Chic Lotz
www.PotteryPoet.com

Two wheels for sale:

SOUPER BOWLS OF
HOPE
The date of this event is
Thursday, October 14, at the
Fairmont Empress, from 11
AM to 1:30 PM. Through
the sale of bowls and other
pottery items, the Youth
Empowerment Society will
be able to continue to fund
programs for youth-at-risk
so they can get the help they
need to change their lifestyle
for a better future. So if you
have pots or other items in
your studio (even seconds)
please bring them to the September meeting or phone
Helen Hughes at 250 - 361 1291 for pick up or email at
hh345@shaw.ca
Your help is VERY much
appreciated!

Bruce Vallance is retiring.
He has sold most of his
equipment but still has left:

The kick wheel is mine, it’s
great... I just don’t have room
for it....
It comes from a long line of
excellent potters, before it got
to me....
I’m asking $75.00 for it and
you take it away....
And the Estrin info is below.....

- 443 clay - 13.00 a boxnever frozen- been sitting
for almost a year. Very plastic.
- Bats - hundreds - various
sizes
- ware boards
- glazing equipment
Email sbvallance@shaw.ca
or phone 250 598 0880

Thank you, Pamela
250-474-5434

Here is a photo of the Estrin potter’s wheel that we have for sale.
Kick or electric option, Very Solid, Excellent balance
Perfectly level, Adjustable seat and tray, $200 or best offers
I would really appreciate it if you could help spread the word
among your potter friends. We feel we don’t have time to do pottery because of other interests, and our daughter now lives in
Vancouver and so doesn’t use it any more.
Thanks.
Nancy Craig
250-361-9205
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Silica SiO2
The Glass Former
One atom of silicon
always likes to find
two atoms of oxygen
and so they combine.

Silica is part
of the recipe,
plus it’s hidden in minerals
as you can see.

Silica plays
an important role,
50-70%
of the whole.

Quartz, flint and kaolin,
clay, feldspar and frit,
talc and wollastonite
all have some of it!

Silica forms
the glass in glaze.
It reacts with flux
in the heating phase.

They all add silica
into the batch.
We do need plenty,
but there is a catch.

Acidic silica
in-ter-acts
with alkaline flux.
That is a fact.

Too much silica
creates not enough melt.
Check the Unity Formula
if you need help.

Eutectic mixtures
they will make,
but just the right ratio
it will take.

A low silica glaze
can be lots of fun,
but heaven forbid –
don’t eat off of one.

When glaze melts
depends upon
the ratio of oxides
and how they bond.

Silica is known
as an anti-craze,
with low expansion
even in clays!

Silica adds hardness,
there must be enough –
to make a glaze stable,
to make a glaze tough.

Silica plus alumina,
add in some flux –
getting the right ratio
(for the glaze you desire)
is really the crux!

Chic Lotz
www.PotteryPoet.com
Chic@PotteryPoet.com
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When you shop........

Sarah Lawless Fired Up! 2010

PLEASE MENTION
TO OUR ADVERTISERS
that you saw their ad
in the Guild newsletter.
ADVERTISING RATES
Business card size (2" x 3 1/2"): $10. per issue,
$75. for 10 issues.
1/4 page ad: $20. per issue, $150. for 10 issues.
Sale announcements, events, classified ads: Free.

South Vancouver Island Potters Guild’s newsletter

Guild at a Glance
is ONLINE!
go to

www.victoriapotters.ca
and : www.gobc.ca/SVIPG

654 Burnside Road W.
Victoria BC V8Z 1M8
250 384-3831

As of June 1st, 2009
VICTORIA CLAY ART
Will be in its new location at:

654 Burnside Road West
Please visit our new store where we
Will continue to offer:
•
A wide variety of Clay
•
Glazes
•
Pottery and sculpting tools
•
Kiln and wheel sales/service
•
Kiln firing
•
Chemicals, and
•
Other art supplies.

